Jeremiah Walker
Soldier in the American Revolution
Jeremiah Walker, born about 1750, was living in Bute County, North Carolina, (Bute County was formed in 1764 from the eastern part of Granville County. It was named for John Stuart, 3rd Earl of Bute, Prime Minister of Great Britain from 1762 to 1763.  In 1779 Bute County was divided into Franklin County and Warren County, and ceased to exist.)  when the founding fathers of our great nation declared their independence from the grip of the British Monarchy in 1775.
“When in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by  their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit  of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, — That whenever any Form of Government  becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.”  1
NOTE:  The translated pages (reddish colored lettering) of Jeremiah Walker’s pension petition are from a copy of the documents originally filed in St. Landry Parish, Louisiana, but obtained from NARA as a Dickson County, Tennessee, document.  Historical information has been added as notes (black lettering) to enhance the significance of the time period. (Bryant)
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State of North Carolina


Secretary of State’s Office

I, William Hill, Secretary of State in and for the state aforesaid, do certify that it appears from the muster roles of the Carolina line of this State in the revolutionary war, that Jeremiah Walker a Sergt. in Capt. Lytle’s Company of the 10th Regiment entered the [service] the 7th day of April, 1781 for the term of 12 months and that he left the service on the 7th day of April, 1782.






Given under my hand this






3rd day of March, 1834.







W. Hill

“The North Carolina Secretary of State is an elected official in the U.S. state of North Carolina, heading the Department of the Secretary of State, which oversees many of the economic and business-related operations of the state government. Unlike in many states, the Secretary of State does not oversee state elections.

The position of Secretary of State is, behind only the position of Governor, the oldest government office in the state of North Carolina, dating back to 1665 as the record keeper for the Province of Carolina. The position of North Carolina Secretary of State has, since American independence in 1776, historically had a very low rate of turnover. Only 8 individuals held the office during the first hundred years of statehood; William Hill served as secretary for 46 years continuously, from 1811 until his death in 1857. Remarkably, in the 20th century, Thad A. Eure broke even this record, holding the post for 53 consecutive years, from 1936 to 1989.

From 1776 to 1868, the Secretary of State was elected by the state legislature. Under the North Carolina Constitutions of 1868 and 1971, the Secretary of State is elected every four years by a plurality of the popular vote. “  17
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For Hon. R. Garland  H. R. [There was a Rice Garland, U.S. House of Representatives for Louisiana 1834-1841 & Louisiana Supreme Court Justice 1840-1846]

Feb. 21, 1835

“ Rice GARLAND — of Opelousas, St. Landry Parish, La.;  a Representative from Louisiana; born in Lynchburg, Va., about 1795; pursued an academic course; studied law; was admitted to the bar and commenced practice; moved to Opelousas, La., in 1820 and continued the practice of his profession; elected as an Anti-Jacksonian to the Twenty-third Congress to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Henry A. Bullard; reelected as an Anti-Jacksonian to the Twenty-fourth Congress and as a Whig to the Twenty-fifth and Twenty-sixth Congresses and served from April 28, 1834, to July 21, 1840, when he resigned to accept an appointment as judge of the supreme court of Louisiana, in which capacity he served, with residence in New Orleans, La., until 1846; chairman, Committee on Expenditures in the Department of War (Twenty-sixth Congress); moved to Brownsville, Tex., in 1846 and continued the practice of law until his death in that city in 1861; interment in a cemetery at Brownsville.” 18
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Louisiana  71,122

Jeremiah Walker

___ St. Landry & in the State of La.

___ was a Pvt. in the Company commanded

___ Captain Temple of the Regt. Commanded

___ Col. Armstrong in the North Carolina

___ for 


1 Yr.  Sgt.  $60.00

Recorded on the Roll of Louisiana

___ the rate of 60 Dollars & _____ cents per annum.

___ commence on the 4th day of March, 1831.

Certificate of Pension issued the 10th day of March



and sent to __________

___ Hon. P. Thomas, H. Rept. [There was a Philemon Thomas, U.S. House of Representatives for Louisiana 1831-1835]

Arrears to the 4th of March, 1834


  180.00

Semi-anl. allowance ending 4 Sept., “ [1834]
    30.00







===================








$210.00







===================

“THOMAS, Philemon, a Representative from Louisiana; born in Orange County, Va., February 9, 1763; attended the common schools; served in the Revolutionary War; moved to Kentucky and settled in Mason County; delegate to the convention which framed the constitution of the State of Kentucky; member of the Kentucky house of representatives 1796-1799; served in the State senate 1800-1803; moved to Louisiana in 1806 and settled on the banks of the lower Mississippi River; member of the Louisiana house of representatives; leader of an uprising against the Spanish authorities, who exercised authority over what is now Mississippi and Louisiana, and commanded the forces which captured the Spanish fort at Baton Rouge in 1810; major general of Louisiana Militia in 1814 and 1815 and served in that capacity in the War of 1812; moved to Baton Rouge, La.; elected to the Twenty-second and Twenty-third Congresses (March 4, 1831-March 3, 1835); died in Baton Rouge, La., November 18, 1847; interment in the Old American Graveyard; reinterment in the National Cemetery at Baton Rouge, La.” 19
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	Revolutionary Claim,

Act June 7, 1832
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Recorded by D. T. Sprague, Clerk

Book 6

Vol. 8

Page 41
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Proceeding heard on the application of Jeremiah Walker for a pension.

To the Hon. Seth Lewis, Judge of the fifth District Court of the State of Louisiana, holding court in & for the Parish of Saint Landry at the November Session, 1833.

“Seth Lewis  was a descendant of a London merchant who took refuge from religious persecution in Connecticut.  Daniel, father of Seth, was a farmer in Massachusetts.  Seth was born October 14, 1764.  In 1774 the parents, having suffered financial misfortune, migrated to West Florida, taking with them their three sons and four fo their daughters.  The youngest of these, Sarah, at a later date married Maj. Isaac Guion, and was mother of one of Mississippi's governors.  The Lewis family reached New Orleans by sea early in 1775, and taking a boat up the river began a settlement on the banks of the Big Black, in the wilderness.  Their privations were severe; the father died of fever in June and the mother in September.  The children found refuge with the neighbors, some miles distant, until the elder brother, Daniel, gathered them together.

In 1777 they moved to Natchez, where Daniel went into business.  In 178, one of the brothers, Asahel, joined Willing's command, (q.v.) and was taken prisoner at Manchac by the British loyalists and carried to Pensacola.  The Tory sentiment being strong at Natchez, Daniel, with the remainder of the family, moved to Plaquemine, LA., and soon afterward he was drowned while going to New Orleans.  Seth found it necessary to bind himself out as an apprentice with a tanner and shoemaker on the coast.  While in this situation he learned French from his associates.  This and some instruction in childhood, was all his schooling. But he had access to books, which he studied in leisure moments.  At 21 years of age he and his sisters went to live at New Orleans, and he became clerk to a trader, who sent him to Opelousas, where he gained the friendship of an old French merchant, Duvolde, who took himn as a partner, admitted him to his family, and gave him a place of honor in the community.  When Duvolde retired from business, Lewis engaged in various occupations utnil at Natchez, in 1790, he undertook the sale of a flatboat load of goods at Nashville, Tenn. From Genevieve.  At Nashville, he formed the acquaintance of Josiah Love, and began the study of law.  He was married in 1793 to a daughter of Col. Thomas Hardeman.

In 1795 he began the practice, was immediately successful, and was elected to the first State legislature. While preparing to return to Mississippi, for the sake of his health, the office of chief justice of the Territory became vacant, and he secured the appointment  from President Adams, May 13, 1800.  Here he found an unpleasant situation.  The wealthy and aristocratic men of the district, having adopted theoretically the politics of Mr. Jefferson, professed to be incensed at the appointment, by a Federalist president, of "a poor, ignorant shoemaker," as chief justice.  On coming into the office, he drew up a law regulating the practice of the courts, adapted from the laws of Tennessee, as required by the United States laws, and united with the governor and Judge Bruin in passing the act.  His persecutors proposed to have him impeached for this.  He also excited enmity by his independence as a judge. When the Jefferson party came into control in 1802, the Territorial legislature presented articles of impeachment and summoned him to appear before that body.  In reply, he declared his innocence of all charges of misconduct, and said he was answerable to the congress of the United States, before which he was ready to appear.  This ended the legislative proceeding. After congress had adjourned without action, Judge Lewis resigned his office, 1803.  It had brought him the salary of $800 a year.

In the course of his duties he visited the Tombigbee settlement at stated periods, to hold court, riding through the Choctaw country and fording the rivers.  In 1803 he presented a petition to the general assembly praying that he be reimbursed for a horse stolen in the Indian country as he was returning from holding court in Washington district.  At the next election, his enemies were generally defeated by the people, and Col. Anthony Hutchins, the great leader of the anti-administration party, in his last illness called in to take charge of an important matter of litigation.  He was also employed by two of the sons in law of Hutchins, Col. F. L. Claiborne and William Brooks, as counsel in the struggle over division of the property which followed the death of Hutchins, and Lewis arranged for George Poindexter, attorney of the other heirs, an amicable arrangement.  In April 1807, he was appointed attorney general for the counties of the Natchez district, an office he resigned in 1808.  In 1810, he removed to Opelousas, Gov. Claiborne of Louisiana, offered him the place of parish judge of Attakapas.  Under the State government, 1812, he was made district judge.  During the time of the codification mania in 1820-25 he attached the penal code proposed by Edward Livingston and caused its rejection.  This triumph, however, caused a renewal of the cry of "shoemaker," that embittered his life, for it actually estranged many from him.  After 27 years as parish and district judge, he died Nov. 15, 1848.  Autobiography, Miss. Archives.)  Judge Lewis was the first master of a lodge of Masons in Mississippi.” 20
The petition of Jeremiah Walker an inhabitant & resident of the Parish of Saint Landry & State of Louisiana holding (scratched out) with respect represents:  That he is desiring to apply for a pension by virtue of the act of Congress passed June the seventh 1832.entitled “An Act Supplementary to an act for the relief of the surviving Officers & Soldiers of the Revolution” deserving the benefit of said act as having served in the Continental Army of the United States at the time.  He therefore prays that your Honor would receive his declaration in open court on oath and that all such proceeding may be had in the promises as are in conformity with Law & Justice and as in duty bound.

___




Jeremiah Walker

	State of Louisiana

Parish of St. Landry
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	S.L.


On this 6th day of December, 1833, personally appeared in open court before the fifth District Court sitting in & for the Parish of Saint Landry, State of Louisiana being a court of record, Jeremiah Walker, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath, make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the provision made by the act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832.  He says that he served as a substitute in the nine months service of the North Carolina troops, that he enlisted or hired himself as aforesaid at Old Bute Court House in said State under Capt. Robert Temple about the latter part of winter or early in the Spring of the year 1778.
“Men of some means who were drafted were permitted to pay a substitute to serve in their steads. Many an indentured servant and apprentice entered the Continental Army as substitutes for their masters. Draftees persuaded constables to "sell them" vagrants and other petty offenders to serve in their places. A few British deserters and prisoners of war found their way into the Continental Army as substitutes…

People bought recruits from entrepreneurs. Enterprising businessmen could pay a willing recruit the official bounty and then offer him to draftees as a substitute. The high bidder among the draftees sent the recruit to the army, and the entrepreneur pocketed the difference between the private payment for a substitute and the public bounty for a recruit.” 2
“3040. Robert TEMPLE2233,4458 was born about 1742 in Warwick Swamp, Charles, VA. He served in the military in 1779 in NC. erved as a captain in the NC Line. Wrote a letter 12 Jun 1779 to General Jethro Sumner for back pay. He Moved before 1790 to Hillsborough, Orange, NC.4459 Appears in the tax lists from 1790 to 1810. He appeared in the census in 1790 in Hillsborough, Orange, NC.4460 Part of Chatham county in 1790. He appeared in the census in 1800 in Wake Co., NC.4460 He Moved before 1810 to Bedford Co., TN.4459 He died between 1810 and 1815 in Bedford Co., TN.4461 He witnessed his brother Henry's will on 9 May 1799 in Wake County.

Robert TEMPLE and Rebecca RIVES were married about 1768.2233 Rebecca RIVES2233,4462 (daughter of John RIVES and Sarah GEE) was born on 19 Oct 1746 in Albemarle Co., VA.4463 Some sources give date as 6 Oct. She died before 1793. In 1767 she was boarding with James Parham, according to her guardian, Henry Gee.” 3
“Theophilus H. Goodwin was born in Granville (now Franklin) County, North Carolina in 1761. He enlisted in the Infantry of the North Carolina Regiment under Captain Robert Temple in November 1778. This regiment was under the command of Colonel Archibald Lytle. Theophilus H. fought in a losing battle at Stono's Ferry in South Carolina. He received his discharge from Captain Temple in July 1779 after serving nine months.” 4
The company was marched into South Carolina.  On the march Captain Temple and the other Militia Officers were superceded by Continental Officers.  He remembers that Col. Armstrong commanded the Regiment to which he was attached. 
“Col. Martin ARMSTRONG

Martin was in North Carolina militia from 1776.  He became a colonel and served under Gen. Benjamin Cleaveland and also Gen. Rutherford. Armstrong was in the Battle of Gates Retreat at or near Camden. He was also out to frontier under Gen. Rutherford versus the Indians and Tories.  Martin became Surveyor General of Northwest Territory. He settled in Tennessee and died in Nashville, TN, Sept. 1808.  He married Mary Tate in 1766 or 1767 in NC. Mary died June 1836. One child, the third, survived – Mary A.E. McCall, b. 19 Apr. 1775.” 
“Martin Armstrong was a colonel in the American Revolutionary War, from North Carolina. Following the war, he moved to Tennessee. He met John Montgomery and was interested in joining Montgomery in his plan to establish a town along the Cumberland River. The proposed site by the confluence of the Red River was still unsettled and Armstrong, who was an experienced surveyor agreed to help Montgomery explore and map out the proposed new town. North Carolina had decladered the region of the Cumberland River as a military reserve in 1782. Martin Armstrong was appointed entry taker and chief surveyor for the military reservation. His office was to be in Nashville, Tennessee. His responsibility was to help eligible soldiers lay claim to their land-grant parcels.

Martin's brother John Armstrong was also involved in distribution of the westrn reserve lands. An office authorized by the state of North Carolina was opened in Hillsboro. Its purpose was the of handling the entries for military land grants. John Armstrong was the entry taker. In these affairs, John's brother Martin Armstrong operated the only other office for the western reserve, serving as the military entry taker and chief surveyor.

It was Armstrong who set up the original survey map of the town, soon to be named Clarksville. Lots were laid out along the Cumberland and streets were designated. Both Montgomery and Armstrong sold lots to interested settlers.

Between 1783 and 1790 both John and Martin Armstrong became involved in activities of fraudulent land grant documentation. The initial report of wrong doing was reported to a North Carolina senator by Andrew Jackson. Southwest territory governor, William Blount, was also accused of wrongdoing in the scandal.” 5
Deponent was engaged at the battle of Stono Point under the immediate command of Gen. Sumner of North Carolina who commanded the North Carolina lines at that time & on that occasion.
“The Battle of Stono Ferry was a poorly planned and badly conducted military operation during the American Revolutionary War. It took place on June 20, 1779, in South Carolina during the British retreat from an abortive raid on Charleston.

Lieutenant Colonel John Maitland had been left in charge of the large rear guard left by General Marc Prevost upon his withdrawal to Savannah. A bridgehead was established on the north side of an area now known as New Cut Church Flats; this was meant to cover Stono Ferry. Three strong redoubts were built, circled by an abatis and manned by Highlanders and Hessians. It was here that American General Benjamin Lincoln chose to lead his main attack. William Moultrie led a smaller, secondary effort to the east, against a small group of British soldiers on Johns Island.

Lincoln deployed his troops after a night march of eight miles from the Ashley Ferry, located in the present village of Drayton Hall. Immediately upon their arrival at dawn, they began struggling through thick woods. The Americans advanced in two wings; General Jethro Sumner led his Carolina militia on the right, carrying two guns, while their right flank was covered by a company of light infantry, commanded by the Marquis de Malmady. Continental Army troops, under General Isaac Huger, made up the left wing; they carried four guns into battle. With Huger was a group of light infantry under John Henderson, and it was these troops who, shortly before sunrise, made first contact with the enemy.

The battle began well for the Patriots. They engaged the British positions with small arms and cannon fire for an hour, at which point they advanced to the abatis. Of the Highlanders, two companies resisted until only 11 men were left standing; a Hessian battalion finally broke. Here Maitland shifted his forces in an attempt to counter the larger threat posed by Huger's wing. The Hessians rallied and returned to the fight, and reserves were brought across the bridge. Lincoln chose this moment to order a withdrawal.

At 150 dead and a comparable number missing, Patriot losses had been heavy, especially given the heat of the day; among the dead was Andrew Jackson's brother Hugh, felled by heat and exhaustion. Most of the "missing" were deserters; the British claimed no prisoners from the battle. Huger was severely wounded. For their part, the British lost 150 officers and men, but only one was reported missing.

Maitland had decided almost a week prior to the battle upon withdrawal; however, his action was delayed by a lack of water transportation. Finally, on June 23 he began moving towards Beaufort, although with little prompting from Lincoln's attack.” 6
The deponent was then marched and Joined Gen. Gates and was present at Gate’s defeat near Camden.  Deponent after that defeat returned to Old Bute County, North Carolina.
“The Battle of Camden was an important battle in the Southern Theatre of the American Revolutionary War. On August 16, 1780, British Forces under Lieutenant General Charles Cornwallis routed the American forces of Major General Horatio Gates about six miles north of Camden, South Carolina, strengthening the British hold on the Carolinas.

Background - The threatening situation in the Carolinas alarmed the Continental Congress and General George Washington, and measures were taken to protect the distressed section. However, before Cornwallis could be brought to bay, he successfully faced four antagonists—Generals Gates, Greene, Lafayette and Washington. They found in him the most capable and dangerous opponent of the war. Greene called him "the modern Hannibal."

With Benjamin Lincoln's surrender of nearly all the Continental soldiers in the South, a new force had to be supplied to meet the British veterans. Two thousand men, mainly the Maryland line (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th Maryland Regiment), were hurried down from Washington's camp under Baron Johann de Kalb; Virginia and North Carolina put new men into the field, and the entire force was placed under command of General Gates. American forces numbered 4,100, of which about 3,000 were fit for duty, as opposed to 2,239 in the British force.

Battle - Gates' force marched towards Camden, South Carolina on August 15, and on August 16 encountered Cornwallis north of the town at 2 A.M. Each army by a night march attempted to surprise the other, and fought a confused skirmish. At daybreak, both armies deployed face-to-face. Gates placed Baron de Kalb's regular troops on his right flank and the militia on his left, and ordered De Kalb forward. Cornwallis, meanwhile, sent his right flank forward as well, and Gates' inexperienced militia fled. The British regulars wheeled around and flanked De Kalb, mortally wounding the baron in the swirling action. Gates was utterly routed and fled the battlefield. The reputation he had won at Saratoga was ruined on this occasion by overconfidence and incompetence.

American casualties at Camden were 1,000 killed and wounded, 1,000 captured with another 132 missing, and included the loss of General De Kalb. The American army also lost most of the supplies currently in the Southern Department, and all of its artillery. British losses were 324 killed and wounded, and 68 missing.

Aftermath - General Nathaniel Greene, standing next to George Washington as the ablest and most trusted officer of the Revolution, succeeded Gates in command of the southern army and started recruiting additional troops.

Cornwallis marched leisurely into North Carolina, but before meeting Greene some months later, he suffered the loss of two detachments sent at intervals to disperse various partisan corps of the Americans. On October 7, 1780, a force of 1,100 men under Major Patrick Ferguson was surrounded at King's Mountain, South Carolina, near the North Carolina line, by bands of riflemen under Colonels Isaac Shelby, James Williams, William Campbell and others, and after a desperate fight on the wooded and rocky slopes, surrendered. Ferguson himself was killed. On January 17, 1781, American General Daniel Morgan was attacked at Cowpens, southwest of King's Mountain, by Lt. Col. Banastre Tarleton with his British Legion and the 7th and 71st Regiments of Foot. Both were leaders of repute, and a stirring action occurred in which Morgan, with Colonel William Washington leading his cavalry, practically destroyed Tarleton's corps. Despite his army's weakening through the losses suffered at Camden and subsequent encounters, Cornwallis marched rapidly through North Carolina, giving Greene a hard chase to the Virginia line.” 7
Soon after his return home he entered as a volunteer in the North Carolina Militia under Captain Eaves who on the march out was wounded by Captain Richards in a personal encounter with swords, who retired in consequence of his wound from the command of deponents company and the same was disolved upon Capt. Daniel Harris under whom he served and was engaged in the battle of Guilford Court House under Gen. Greene.
“The Battle of Guilford Court House was a battle fought on March 15, 1781 inside the present-day city of Greensboro, North Carolina, during the American Revolutionary War. The battle saw 1,900 British troops, under General Lord Cornwallis, fighting an American force, under Rhode Island native General Nathanael Greene, numbering 4,400.

Despite the relatively small numbers of troops involved, the battle is considered one of the most decisive of the Revolutionary War. Prior to the battle, the British appeared to have successfully reconquered Georgia and South Carolina with the aid of strong Loyalist factions, and that North Carolina might be within their grasp. In the wake of the battle, Greene moved into South Carolina, while Cornwallis chose to invade Virginia. These decisions allowed Greene to unravel British control of the South, while leading Cornwallis to Yorktown and surrender.

Prelude- Following the Battle of Cowpens, Cornwallis was determined to destroy Greene's army. However, the loss of his light infantry at Cowpens led him to burn his supplies, so that his army would be nimble enough for pursuit. He chased Greene in the Race to the Dan, but Greene escaped across the flooded Dan River to safety in Virginia. Cornwallis established a camp at Hillsborough, and attempted to forage supplies and recruit North Carolina's Tories. However, the bedraggled state of his army, and Pyle's massacre, deterred Loyalists. Meanwhile, Greene, having received reinforcements, decided to recross the Dan and challenge Cornwallis. On the 15th of March, the two armies met at Guilford Court House, North Carolina (within the present Greensboro, North Carolina), and a virtually drawn battle was fought.

The Action of the Battle- Hostilities opened on the morning of the 15th of March with a clash between advance guards near the Quaker New Garden Meeting House. With the arrival of the British 23rd Regiment of Foot, American Light Horse Harry Lee ordered a retreat to Greene's main body.

Greene had prepared his defense in three lines. North Carolina militia formed the fist line, with backwoods riflemen on the left and right flanks to pick off advancing British. In the second line, he placed the Virginia militia. His regulars comprised the last line. While superficially resembling the deployment successfully used by Daniel Morgan at Cowpens, the lines were hundreds of yards apart and could not support one another.

After a twenty-minute cannonade, Cornwallis began his attack around 1:30 PM. The British army forced its way through the first two lines, but with significant losses. However, the wooded terrain, the width of the battlefield, and uneven resistance hindered a coordinated advance, and British forces arrived piecemeal at the third line. At the climax of the battle, British Guards and American Continentals engaged in hand-to-hand combat. Lord Cornwallis, against the advice of his artillery officers, ordered grapeshot to be fired indiscriminately down onto the battlefield. While many British soldiers were killed, the Americans broke off and retreated from the field.

During the battle, Lord Cornwallis had a horse shot from under him. American Col. Benjamin Williams was later decorated for his personal bravery at Guilford Courthouse.

Aftermath- The British, by taking ground with their accustomed tenacity when engaged with superior numbers, were tactically victors, but were weakened by a loss of nearly 600 men. Seeing this as a classic Pyrrhic victory, British Whig Party leader and war critic Charles James Fox echoed Plutarch's famous words by saying, "Another such victory would ruin the British Army!"

Greene, cautiously avoiding another Camden, retreated with his forces intact. With his small army, less than 2000 strong, Cornwallis declined to follow Greene into the back country, and retiring to Hillsborough, North Carolina, raised the royal standard, offered protection to the inhabitants, and for the moment appeared to be master of Georgia and the two Carolinas. In a few weeks, however, he abandoned the heart of the state and marched to the coast at Wilmington, North Carolina, to recruit and refit his command.

At Wilmington, the British general faced a serious problem, the solution of which, upon his own responsibility, unexpectedly led to the close of the war within seven months. Instead of remaining in Carolina, he determined to march into Virginia, justifying the move on the ground that until Virginia was reduced he could not firmly hold the more southern states he had just overrun. This decision was subsequently sharply criticized by General Clinton as unmilitary, and as having been made contrary to his instructions. To Cornwallis, he wrote in May: "Had you intimated the probability of your intention, I should certainly have endeavoured to stop you, as I did then as well as now consider such a move likely to be dangerous to our interests in the Southern Colonies."

The danger lay in the suddenly changed situation in that direction; as General Greene, instead of following Cornwallis to the coast, boldly pushed down towards Camden and Charleston, South Carolina, with a view to drawing his antagonist after him to the points where he was the year before, as well as to driving back Lord Rawdon, whom Cornwallis had left in that field. In his main object, the recovery of the southern states, Greene succeeded by the close of the year; but not without hard fighting and repeated reverses. "We fight, get beaten, and fight again," were his words. On April 25, 1781 he was surprised in his camp at Hobkirk's Hill, near Camden, by Lord Rawdon, and was defeated, both sides suffering about an equal loss.” 8
Col. Williams commanded the company to which deponents company belonged.  After the battle, the Regiment with the remainder of Greens army marched to Ramsey’s Mill when deponent not being pleased with the Militia service & finding there Maj. Pink Eaton an officer of the continental army with whom he had served before as an orderly sergeant and enlisted….
“[Gen] Greene followed [Cornwallis] to Ramsey's Mill, then ignored Cornwallis and proceeded southward to recover South Carolina and Georgia.  Arriving in Wilmington on April 7, Cornwallis was humiliated at the cold disregard of Greene and distressed at the dilemma in which he found himself.  He could not remain idle in Wilmington.  To go to Charleston where he had started in 1779 would be a confession of defeat.  To Virginia he would go, join General Phillips for the conquest of the State, and return for the subjugation of North Carolina.  He proceeded northward from Wilmington on April 25.  To Yorktown he went, where, hemmed in by the French fleet and by Washington's army, he surrendered on October 19.  It was the virtual end of the War of American Independence.”
 …and thence proceeded by force marches to join General Green at Camden and was thence detached to operate with Col. Lees Legion (Infantry) under the immediate command of Maj. Pink Eaton Capt. Smith & Lieuftenant [Landers].
“Lee's Legion (also known as the 2nd Partisan Corps) was a military unit within the Continental Army during the American Revolution. It primarily served in the Southern Theater of Operations, and gained a reputation for efficiency and bravery on the battlefield.

Henry Lee III, called "Light Horse Harry," (January 29, 1756 – March 25, 1818) was a cavalry officer in the Continental Army during the American Revolution. He was the Governor of Virginia and a U.S. Congressman, as well as the father of American Civil War general Robert E. Lee.

The original unit was raised June 8, 1776, at Williamsburg, Virginia, under the command of Light Horse Harry Lee for service with the 1st Continental Light Dragoons of the Continental Army. On April 7, 1778, the Legion left the 1st CLDs and became known as Lee's Legion. It included elements of both cavalry and foot, and typically was uniformed with short green woolen jackets and white linen or doeskin pants, somewhat mimicking the British Legion in appearance. When Lord Cornwallis moved his British Army into North Carolina, Lee's Legion entered South Carolina to protect that colony and to harass British expeditions. Often, the Legion served with Francis Marion and Thomas Sumter in these missions. In 1781, it participated in the Siege of Ninety Six.

The Legion saw considerable action at the Battle of Camden, Battle of Guilford Court House, and the retaking of Savannah, Georgia. It served through the Battle of Yorktown, which essentially ended the war. The Legion was disbanded at Winchester, Virginia, on November 15, 1783.” 9
The Christian names of the latter company officers not recollected and marched to Scotch Lake and took a fort on the Santee….
“... he [William Allgood] served in the compnay of Captain Michel Rudolph of the infantry in the legion commanded by Colonel Richard Lee in which corps he served for eighteen months when he was discharged at Salisbury - he was in on the attack upon Georgetown on the Pee Dee and was at the taking of the Scotch Lake Fort on Santee near Nelsons Ferry - also at Motts Hill near Col. Thompsons on Congaree and also at Fridays Ferry on Congaree also at Golphins fort below Augusta on Savannah River - also at Augusta from that he went to assist Genl Green at ninety six and he was also in the battle of Eutaw Springs - ....” 10

“... During the action at Scotch Lake, Peter [Francisco] risked his life to take a hogshead full of clothing and eight horses from the British soldiers.  It is unsure as to the date Peter's cavalry unit joined Colonel Washington, but it was probably prior to the Battle of Cowpens when Tarleton was defeated in January 1781.....” 11

… thence marched to widow Motts on the Congaree then took a fort….
“Fort Motte was the plantation home of Mrs. Rebecca Motte, fortified by the British during the Revolutionary War. Located on a high prominence overlooking the Congaree River in Calhoun County, the fort served as a depot for supply convoys between Charleston and Ninety-Six or Camden.  The fort consisted of a plantation house surrounded by a ditch and parapet. American Brigadier General Francis Marion (Swamp Fox) and Lieutenant Colonel Henry Lee began a siege of Fort Motte on May 6,1781 and six days later captured the post along with 165 British regulars and Loyalists.” 12
“When the British claimed her house as a military post, Rebecca Motte—whose husband had died during the early part of the war—was living there with her three daughters and her niece, Mary John Brewton.  Lee described the Motte estate as being “situated on a high and commanding hill... surrounded with a deep trench, along the interior margin was raised a strong and lofty parapet.   Of the burning of her house, Rebecca Motte is said to have told Lee, “If it were a palace, it should go.  The combustible arrows presented to Lee, which Rebecca carried in the protective case located under a bow at her feet in this painting [painting shown in reference document], had belonged to her brother, Miles Brewton. She is said to have inherited them, along with the house, when Brewton was lost at sea.  After the roof of the house was set on fire, the British surrendered immediately. The fire was extinguished, and the building was saved from destruction. Fort Motte remained intact until it was accidentally burned several years after the Revolution. A granite stone now marks the site where the British surrendered on May 12, 1781.” 13
…thence marched up the Congaree to Col. Hamptons [no information on this fort yet] when another fortified Camp of the British surrendered.  Thence to Augusta, Georgia where the fortification commanding Augusta, called Browns & Graysons [Grierson] forts from the names of the British officers commanding them, were taken.  At this place Maj. Pink Eaton was killed.  
“24 May. [surrender] Fort Grierson, also Augusta (Richmond County, GA.) On the 23rd of May  (Johnson says the 24th), Fort Grierson, was surrounded by Pickens and Lee and Maj. Eaton, and a  battery was opened up against it. Maintaining the siege and keeping watch on Fort Cornwallis were  the Legion cavalry under Major Eggleston, and some of the militia. Brown tried to make a sortie to  thwart the effort, but was himself driven back into Fort Cornwallis where he cannonaded the  besiegers instead. A while after, Lieut. Col. Grierson issued from the fort of his name, in an effort to  escape to Fort Cornwallis. A sharp skirmish ensued, and upwards of 40 of Grierson’s men were  captured, while Grierson with a handful of others, by moving under the cover of the river bank, were  able to reach Fort Cornwallis in safety. In addition, the loyalists lost 30 killed. Pickens and Lee  captured two cannon from Grierson, which they then proceeded to deploy against Fort Cornwallis.  The Americans lost two wounded, and Maj. Pinkertham Eaton killed. Some accounts claim that in  the shuffle of what transpired he was taken prisoner and his death occurred moments after the  fighting had already ceased. Capt. Robert Smith subsequently replaced him in command of the  North Carolina Continental detachment.1465 Lee, in his memoirs, praises the effort of a Capt. Handy  who led the “Marylanders” against one of Brown’s forays. Evidently this individual was Capt.  George Handy , from Maryland, of the Legion Infantry, and it was that unit (not a detachment from  the Maryland Regiment as might otherwise seem to have been implied) which took part in the  skirmish with Brown. Further in support of this, there is an unrelated anecdote in Lee’s memoirs  suggests that the “Capt. Handy” of Augusta belonged to the Legion.1466 On 5 May, Pickens wrote  Greene: "The Lt. Col and forty odd are prisoners and a Major and About thirty others were found  dead on the field (Without any loss on our side but Two men slightly Wounded,) Some few of the  enemy escaped in the Woods, and the Colonel with a few followers were So fortunate as to escape  our fire and reach Brown's fort in Safety. Two field pieces fell into our hands on this occasion and  the Troops took possession of the upper fort without any resistance. During the Action, Capt.  Armstrong of the Legion drove the enemys outposts from the town, and took possession of their  redoubts, thus we are fully masters of the Country and Town and have Circumscribed Colonel  Brown to one fort."1467 Kirkwood: "Received express from Col. Lee that he had taken two redoubts  [Ft. Grierson, and apparently making reference as well to Ft. Galphin as well] at Augusta in Georgia,  making 70 of them prisoners & Killed about 40, taking a Quantit y of stores, Rum, etcs."1468

Tarleton Brown: “The next fort we attacked [after Fort Balfour, see 17 April] was that commanded  by the wretched Grason [Grierson], at the upper end of town, This we soon stormed and took --  Captain Alexander shooting Grason [Grierson] for his villainous conduct in the country. Some  made their escape from us by fleeing to Brown's fort, near the river. Before we laid siege to Brown's  fort, a fellow by the name of Rutherford (a villain withal) took a company and slipped out in the night  down the river, opposite Beach Island, and just at the break of day surprised our horse guard. It  being in the bend of the river, the British and Tories got round them, and having a superior force,  our men took to the river, but they killed several of our brave fellows while they were swimming,  some making their escape -- my brother Bartlett Brown, was one among that number. We heard of  their trip after our guard, and pushed to cut them off, but were too late by a few momentarily, for as  we got within one hundred and fifty yards on the lane, we saw them enter. A few moments sooner,  and we would have fixed them smugly.” 14
  Thence marched to a place called Cambridge in South Carolina when he joined Gen. Green again from thence he was ordered off under his old Captain Lydel and Dixon his Lieut. take prisoners to Salisbury, N. C. after delivering up the prisoners to a guard of Militia he thence marched to the High Hills of Santee where he again joined his old regiment under Gen. Green.  Here the army was cantoned for some time in order to [recruit] and guard against the effects of disease which was to no ordinary extent breaking in upon the army.  After having recruited the line of march was taken up making the Wateree and Congaree rivers at their junction.  On the march near Col Thompson the army was halted for some days and [reviewed] by Gen. Green in person.  The General remarked to the men that his condition was bad that they were nearly [naked] and worn down by long exposure and service.  That he had [on] ___ tried to better the situation to make them more comfortable but without success.  That the time was arriving close when they would be engaged with the enemy and in all probability some decisive affair to behave like men fighting for their liberties.  Shortly after marched on to [Euta] Springs where we engaged the enemy.
“The last important engagement in the Carolina campaign of the American Revolution was fought in Eutaw Springs 30 miles northwest of Charleston, South Carolina. The American forces under General Nathaniel Greene attacked at 4 AM, driving British troops under Colonel Alexander Stewart from the field. Greene believed that if he could destroy Stewart he could end the British threat to the south once and for all. The American attack floundered when the men stopped to plunder the camp. The British then rallied and repulsed the Americans. The end result however, was that the British were too weak to hold the field anymore. After sunset, Stewart retreated toward Charleston. The battle was an important victory for the Americans; it forced the British to remain within Charleston and prepared the way for the siege of Yorktown.”15
  Shortly after, the deponent was discharged at Bacons Bridge, S. C.
“The list of the settlers has not come down to us. The occupiers of the lots were not confined to them, but from data derived from later transfers, wills and conveyances the following appear to have formed substantially all of the new settlers who received lots in the division:

8. Michael Bacon. Received a lot in the first range, and purchased lots 6 and 7 in the same range from John Stevens. On one of these last two was situated the bridge over the Ashley River, originally called Stevens's Bridge, but ever since and now known as Bacon's Bridge.” 16

During a portion of the time deponent was in service as aforesaid he remembers of the field officers of his Regiment the names of Col. Tilman Dixon, and Maj. Donahoe of the North Carolina line deponent further states that he served out these various periods for which he enlisted the service of his country, was regularly discharged which said written discharge he has lost and this deponent Jeremiah Walker hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or an annuity except the present and he declares that his name is not on the pension roll of any agency in any state.
 Sworn to & Subscribed in open Court the fifth day of December 1833.





Jeremiah Walker
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